
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the Kent County Council held in the Council Chamber, 
Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone on Thursday, 26 March 2015.

PRESENT:

Mr M J Harrison (Vice-Chairman in the Chair)

Mrs A D Allen, MBE, Mr M Baldock, Mr M A C Balfour, Mr R H Bird, Mr H Birkby, 
Mr N J Bond, Mr A H T Bowles, Mr D L Brazier, Mrs P Brivio, Mr R E Brookbank, 
Mr C W Caller, Miss S J Carey, Mr P B Carter, CBE, Mr N J D Chard, 
Mr I S Chittenden, Mr B E Clark, Mrs P T Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mr G Cowan, 
Mrs M E Crabtree, Ms C J Cribbon, Mrs V J Dagger, Mr D S Daley, Mr M C Dance, 
Mr J A  Davies, Mrs T Dean, MBE, Dr M R Eddy, Mr J Elenor, Mrs M Elenor, 
Mr T Gates, Mr G K Gibbens, Mr R W Gough, Mr P M Harman, Ms A Harrison, 
Mr M Heale, Mr P M Hill, OBE, Mr C P D Hoare, Mrs S V Hohler, Mr S Holden, 
Mr E E C Hotson, Mrs S Howes, Mr A J King, MBE, Mr J A Kite, MBE, 
Mr S J G Koowaree, Mr R A Latchford, OBE, Mr R L H Long, TD, Mr G Lymer, 
Mr T A Maddison, Mr S C Manion, Mr R A Marsh, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, 
Mr M J Northey, Mr P J Oakford, Mr J M Ozog, Mr R J Parry, Mr C R Pearman, 
Mr L B Ridings, MBE, Mrs E D Rowbotham, Mr J E Scholes, Mr W Scobie, 
Mr T L Shonk, Mr C Simkins, Mr J D Simmonds, MBE, Mr C P Smith, Mr D Smyth, 
Mrs P A V Stockell, Mr B J Sweetland, Mr A Terry, Mr N S Thandi, Mr M J Vye, 
Mr J N Wedgbury, Mrs J Whittle, Mr M E Whybrow, Mr M A Wickham and 
Mrs Z Wiltshire

IN ATTENDANCE: David Cockburn (Corporate Director Strategic & Corporate 
Services), Denise Fitch (Democratic Services Manager (Council)), Andrew Ireland 
(Corporate Director Social Care, Health & Wellbeing), Andrew Scott-Clark (Director 
of Public Health), Peter Sass (Head of Democratic Services) and Andy Wood 
(Corporate Director Finance and Procurement)

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS

62. Apologies for Absence 

The Head of Democratic Services reported apologies from Mr M J Angell, Mr L 
Burgess, Mr A D Crowther, Mr P J Homewood, Mr B E MacDowall and Mr R 
Truelove. 

63. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other Significant 
Interests 

Mr Cowan declared an interest in that both he and his wife were KCC foster carers.
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64. Minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2015 and, if in order, to 
be approved as a correct record 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2015 be approved 
as a correct record. 

65. Chairman's Announcements 

(a) Dr Peter Draper

(1) The Vice-Chairman announced that it was with regret that he had to inform the 
Council of the death of Dr Peter Draper, on 14 February 2015.  

(2) He stated that Dr Draper was a former Conservative Member for Dartford 
West (formerly Dartford No 2) from 1973 to 1985.   During his time with KCC he 
served on the Development Planning & Transportation Committee, the Amenities 
Sub-Group, the Education Committee, Adult Education & Youth Service Sub-
Committee and the Further Education Sub-Committee.

(3) All Members stood in silence in memory of Dr Draper.

(4) After the silence, it was moved by the Vice-Chairman, seconded by  Mrs Allen 
and

(5)  RESOLVED unanimously that this Council desires to record the sense of loss 
it feels on the sad passing of Dr Draper and extends to his family and friends our 
heartfelt sympathy to them in their sad bereavement.
  
(b)  Office visits

(6) The Vice-Chairman stated that he and the Chairman had visited the Amey 
facilities management team based at Brenchley House,  The company Amey had 
taken over the facilities management here at County Hall and for the rest of Kent 
County Council,  They found the visit interesting and enjoyed meeting the staff and 
hearing about the range of services offered by Amey.   

(7) The Vice-Chairman explained that he and the Chairman intended to visit as 
many teams and offices across the County as possible. In the past weeks they had 
had a guided tour of Finance and Procurement, and Internal Audit based at Sessions 
House.  He encouraged Members to visit the different teams and staff that were 
based in the corporate H.Q to see the fantastic services and frontline support being 
delivered.  He referred to the other visits scheduled for the next month. 

(c) Royal Visits

(8) The Vice-Chairman informed the Council that the Chairman had welcomed 
visits from the Duke of York at Sevenoaks School at the beginning of the month and 
more recently the Duchess of Cambridge’s visit to the Turner Contemporary at 
Margate.  Today the Chairman was welcoming Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh to Kent hence his apologies for this meeting.
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(d) Requiem

(9) The Vice-Chairman stated that he had enjoyed attending the Colyer-
Fergusson Concert 2015 where the University of Kent Chorus and Symphony 
Orchestra performed Verdi’s Requiem at Canterbury Cathedral on Saturday 14 
March 2015.   

(e) By-election caused by the resignation of Mr David Baker (Romney Marsh) 

(10) The Vice-Chairman informed the Council that the by-election caused by the 
resignation of Mr Baker had now been called and the Notice of Election would be 
published on 30 March 2015. Assuming there was a contest, the poll will be held on 
Thursday 7 May 2015.

66. Questions 

In accordance with Procedure Rule 1.17(4), nine questions were asked and replies 
given, these are attached as an appendix to the minutes.  In accordance with 
Procedural rule 2.13 the County Council agreed to suspend Procedural Rule 1.17 
(10) In order to allow all nine questions to be concluded.

67. Report by Leader of the Council (Oral) 

(1) The Leader updated the County Council on events since the previous meeting.  

(2) Mr Carter referred to the question asked earlier in the meeting relating to 
Furness School and explained the work that was being undertaken by Special School 
Head teachers to support the continuation of this school.  

(3) Mr Carter mentioned the very pleasing third quarter’s monitoring report which 
had been received at Cabinet on Monday 23 March 2015.  In particular he referred to 
the re-employment rates for 16 – 64 year olds, which were above the national 
average.  Also the number of apprenticeships in Kent had doubled in the last 5 years 
and the number of 18 – 24 year olds receiving job seekers allowance was the lowest 
for a decade.

(4) In relation to the education outcome statistics reported with the monitoring 
report, Mr Carter stated that for the first time in 17 years, Primary Schools were 
achieving national levels of attainment and Ofsted reports produced since Aug 2014 
were showing a considerable improvement in performance.  

(5) Mr Carter also referred to the significant improvements in adoption rates and 
the reduction in the number of children being taken into care.  Also there had been a 
substantial improvement in the stability of placements for young people in foster care 
over the last quarter. 

(6) Mr Carter made reference to the third quarter’s revenue outturn report, which 
showed a projected underspend of £3m, which would be the thirteenth year running 
that a revenue underspend had been achieved. 
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(7) Mr Carter then mentioned the devolution debate, and the three independent 
reports produced by the Local Government Association (LGA) and the County 
Council Network (CCN).  The LGA report had been produced by Ernst & Young and 
had identified key points that would be a requirement for devolution.  These included 
a cohesive and coherent economic area; an area with significant scale to manage a 
wide range of public services; strong relationships across those local public services; 
mature governance arrangements and robust and visible leadership.  He expressed 
the view that generally Kent and Medway were well positioned to achieve this and 
had with a very positive relationship with all the parts of the public sector.  
 
(8) Mr Carter referred to the recent meeting of the Kent and Medway Economic 
Partnership, which had agreed that post-election it would request that Kent and 
Medway be the accountable Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for this area.  In 
addition the Kent Leaders’ Group had unanimously endorsed this approach and had 
agreed that KCC with district Chief Executives would begin to look at what a 
proposition for a combined local authority in Kent would look like.  It was intended to 
put a very compelling case that Whitehall must and should let go and empower local 
government to deliver better services for less public money.

(9) Mr Latchford, the Leader of the Opposition, referred to the Strategic Plan 
“Increasing opportunities, improving outcomes” which was being considered at this 
meeting.  He welcomed the Plan and supported it in principle but expressed concern 
about the commissioning route.  He emphasised the need to ensure that all 
contracted services were effectively monitored and had a majority input and influence 
in outsourced services in general.  

(10) In relation to the revenue budget outturn he thanked officers and Members for 
the third quarter results.  

(11) Regarding the third quarter’s monitoring report he was pleased that waste and 
landfill was being monitored. He referred to his concerns about the cost of providing 
this service when so many companies seemed to be making a profit for providing the 
same service.   He acknowledged that the monitoring system was working effectively 
and that the monitoring report to Cabinet clearly demonstrated improvements but he 
would continue to raise areas of concern for examination.  

(12) Mr Latchford referred to the Leader’s views on English devolution and stated 
that his group fully supported the devolution of power to the County Council.

(13) Mr Cowan, Leader of the Labour Group, acknowledged that the third quarter’s 
monitoring report was a good one and congratulated the Leader.  He referred to the 
performance monitoring results which showed that the percentage of all schools with 
good or outstanding Ofsted reports showed good improvement in most areas.  
However, there were still 106 schools that required improvement and 24 schools that 
had been judged as inadequate by Ofsted which was about 25% of schools that 
needed serious attention.

(14) Mr Cowan referred to the likely revenue underspend of £3m which he 
welcomed on financial grounds but he highlighted the implications of the cutbacks in 
relation to the loss of some excellent staff and its impact upon children’s centres and 
youth facilities. The cuts imposed on local government had been more severe than 
those faced by any Whitehall department. 
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(15) In relation to devolution Mr Cowan mentioned the reference made by the 
Chancellor in his budget speech the previous week to the large cities as the engine 
room of growth.  However there were other larger areas such as the old Kent coal 
fields which needed regeneration.  He believed that the CCN was right to press for 
devolution to areas such as County Councils in order to generate economic growth.

(16) Mrs Dean, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group, welcomed Mr Wood back to 
support the County Council and offered her congratulations on the balancing of the 
budget. She expressed the hope that some of that underspend would be re-directed 
to the switching of the street lights at night

(17) In relation to devolution, she stated that this had been Liberal Democrat policy 
for decades and expressed the view that decision making was more effective the 
nearer it was to the people it affected.   

(18) Mrs Dean referred to performance monitoring of educational achievement and 
specifically that there was a link to the impact from the revision to education finance 
from the County Council introduced by the Liberal Democrat/Labour controlled 
County Council in 1997/98.  In addition she referred to the contribution by the 
additional premium funding to children from deprived backgrounds by central 
government.  She requested the Leader to instigate some research into what can be 
learned in relation to raising attainment  from the King George VI grammar schools 
who took 20% of their cohort from deprived backgrounds  and how that has been 
reflected in their results. 

(19) Mrs Dean stated that the reputation of the Council was enhanced by good 
Performance Indicator results, however there were lessons that could be learnt from 
the process for the introduction of the street lighting policy.

(20) Mr Whybrow, Leader of the Independents Group, endorsed a lot of the good 
news in the Leaders report but stated that this should be balanced against the human 
consequences of government cuts.  Also it was becoming increasingly harder to 
balance the budget with some services, such as Specialist Children’s Services 
struggling to remain within budget.  He was pleased to note that some of the 
underspend would be rolled over for the troubled families programme and the social 
fund.   In relation to the social fund he stated that he would welcome feedback from 
people who had accessed the service about how it might be improved, but 
acknowledged that the additional funding was good news.

(21) Mr Whybrow expressed his support for devolution of powers to County 
Councils and referred to the motion later in the meeting regarding re-investing fuel 
tax and suggested that something similar in relation to Council Tax would give the 
County Council greater control over its own destiny.  He welcomed the pressure that 
the Leader was putting on central  in relation to devolution.

(22) In replying to the other group leader’s comments, Mr Carter stated that he 
noted the general agreement on devolution and thanked Mr Simmonds for delivering 
the £3m underspend. He reminded Members of his promise to fund £1m of road 
maintenance if there was an underspend and he was discussing this with Mr Balfour 
to achieve this efficiently.  He confirmed that he agreed with the comments made on 
the challenges placed on local government, which were greater than any other part of 
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the public sector and hoped that central government, would recognise that this could 
not continue.   

(23) Regarding education, Mr Carter referred to the substantial improvements that 
had been made at key stage 2 since some schools went into category 2 or 3 years 
ago.  He was confident that when these schools were re-inspected there would be a 
number that would come out of category.He agreed that the investment in early 
year’s education a number of years ago had contributed to this improvement. 

68. Increasing Opportunities, Improving Outcomes: Kent County 
Council's Strategic Statement (2015-2020) 

(1) Mr Carter moved and Mr Simmonds seconded the following recommendations 
as set out on 19 of the report: 

“County Council is asked to agree the following:

 To note the findings of the public consultation and subsequent changes to the 
draft strategic statement as set out in the report.

 Agree that they approve “Increasing Opportunities, Improving Outcomes” 
(Appendix 1) as the five year strategic statement for KCC.”

(2) Following a debate the Vice-Chairman put each of the bullet points in the 
recommendation to the County Council.  

(3) The first bullet point was agreed without a vote.  The second bullet point was 
put to a vote and the voting was as follows:

For (57)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Balfour, Mr R Bird, Mr H Birkby, Mr N Bond, Mr D Brazier, Mrs P 
Brivio, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S Carey, Mr P Carter, Mr N Chard, Mr I Chittenden, Mr 
B Clark, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mrs M Crabtree, Mrs V Dagger, Mr D Daley, Mr M 
Dance, Mr J Davies, Mrs T Dean, Mrs M Elenor, Mr T Gates, Mr G Gibbens, Mr R 
Gough, Mr P Harman,  Mr M Hill, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr E Hotson, Mr A 
King, Mr J Kite, Mr G Koowaree, Mr R Latchford, Mr R Long, Mr G Lymer, Mr S 
Manion, Mr A Marsh, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr J Ozog, Mr R Parry, Mr C 
Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mr J Scholes, Mr T Shonk, Mr C Simkins, Mr J Simmonds, 
Mr C Smith, Mrs P Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, Mr A Terry, Mr M Vye, Mr J Wedgbury, 
Mrs J Whittle, Mr A Wickham, Mrs Z Wiltshire

Against (16)

Mr C Caller, Mr G Cowan, Ms J Cribbon, Dr M Eddy, Ms A Harrison, Mr M Heale, Mr 
C Hoare, Ms S Howes, Mr F McKenna, Mr T Maddison, Mr B Neaves, Mrs E 
Rowbotham, Mr W Scobie, Mr D Smyth, Mr N Thandi, Mr M Whybrow

Abstain (2)

Mr M Baldock, Mr J Elenor
Motion carried
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(4) RESOLVED that the findings of the public consultation and subsequent 
changes to the draft strategic statement as set out in the report be noted and the 
“Increasing Opportunities, Improving Outcomes” (Appendix 1 to the report) be 
approved as the five year strategic statement for KCC.

69. Pay Policy Statement 

(1) Mr Cooke moved and Mr Carter seconded the recommendation that the 
County Council endorses the attached Pay Policy Statement. 

(2) Following a debate the Vice-Chairman put the motion above to the vote and 
the votes cast were as follows:

For (67)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Baldock, Mr M Balfour, Mr R Bird, Mr H Birkby, Mr N Bond, Mr D 
Brazier, Mrs P Brivio, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S Carey, Mr P Carter, Mr N Chard, Mr I 
Chittenden, Mr B Clark, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mr G Cowan, Mrs M Crabtree, Ms 
J Cribbon, Mrs V Dagger, Mr M Dance, Mr J Davies, Mrs T Dean, Mrs M Elenor, Mr T 
Gates, Mr G Gibbens, Mr R Gough, Mr P Harman, Ms A Harrison, Mr M Hill, Mrs S 
Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr E Hotson, Ms S Howes, Mr A King, Mr J Kite, Mr G 
Koowaree, Mr R Latchford, Mr R Long, Mr G Lymer, Mr T Maddison, Mr S Manion, 
Mr A Marsh, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr J Ozog, 
Mr R Parry, Mr C Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mrs E Rowbotham, Mr J Scholes, Mr W 
Scobie, Mr T Shonk, Mr C Simkins, Mr J Simmonds, Mr C Smith, Mr D Smyth, Mrs P 
Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, Mr A Terry, Mr N Thandi, Mr J Wedgbury, Mrs J Whittle, 
Mr A Wickham, Mrs Z Wiltshire

Against (4)

Mr D Daley, Mr C Hoare, Mr M Vye, Mr M Whybrow

Abstain (1)

Mr J Elenor
Motion carried 

(3) RESOLVED that the County Council endorses the Pay Policy Statement set 
out on pages 55 to 58 of the report.

(Mr Caller declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in relation to this item as he had 
family members employed by Kent County Council and he withdrew from the 
meeting).

70. Treasury Management 6 Month review 2014/15 

(1) Mr Simmonds moved and Ms Carey seconded the recommendation that the 
report be noted.
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(2) The motion was agreed without a vote. 

(3) RESOLVED that the report be noted.

71. Local Pension Board 

(1) Mr Scholes moved and Mr Daley seconded the following recommendation: 
 

“The County Council is requested to establish a Local Pension Board with 
effect from 1 April 2015 based on the proposal set out in Appendix 1 to this 
report with paragraph 10 (page 76 of the County Council book) amended as 
follows ; 
          “10. Substitutes
         Substitutes will be allowed for the Kent Active Retirement and Unison 
members of the Board but they must be a named individual who will 
undertake the necessary training and development.””

(2) The motion was agreed without a vote.

(3) RESOLVED that a Local Pension Board be established with effect from 1 April 
2015 based on the proposal set out in Appendix 1 to the report with paragraph 10 
(page 76 of the County Council book) amended as follows ; 

          “10. Substitutes
         Substitutes will be allowed for the Kent Active Retirement and Unison 
members of the Board but they must be a named individual who will 
undertake the necessary training and development.”

72. Petition debate - Right to light 

(1) The Vice-Chairman invited Miss Tina Brooker, the petitioner organiser, to 
address the Council on the above petition.  Miss Brooker spoke to the petition. 

(2) Mr Carter moved and Mr Pearman seconded the following motion: 

“This Council understands the concerns of the petitioners and recommends that the 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, having been fully informed by Kent 
Police and having sought the advice of the Environment and Transport Cabinet 
Committee, should establish the criteria for deciding on a case by case basis whether 
all night street lighting should be returned to a particular place.”

(3) Dr Eddy proposed and Mr Caller seconded the following amendment to the 
above motion:

“This Council recommends to the Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport to 
accede to the petitioners’ request for the reinstatement of street lighting between 
midnight and 5.30am with immediate effect.”

(4) Following a debate the Vice-Chairman put the amendment set out in 
paragraph (3) above to the vote and the votes cast were as follows:
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For (29)

Mr M Baldock, Mr R Bird, Mr H Birkby, Mr N Bond, Mrs P Brivio, Mr C Caller, Mr I 
Chittenden, Mr B Clark, Ms J Cribbon, Mr G Cowan, Mr D Daley, Mrs T Dean, Dr M 
Eddy, Mr P Harman, Ms A Harrison, Mr C Hoare, Ms S Howes, Mr G Koowaree, Mr 
R Latchford, Mr T Maddison, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, Mrs E Rowbotham, Mr W 
Scobie, Mr T Shonk, Mr D Smyth, Mr N Thandi, Mr A Terry, Mr M Vye

Against (43)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Balfour, Mr A Bowles, Mr D Brazier, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S 
Carey, Mr P Carter, Mr N Chard, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mrs M Crabtree, Mrs V 
Dagger, Mr M Dance, Mr J Davies, Mr J Elenor, Mr T Gates, Mr G Gibbens, Mr R 
Gough, Mr M Hill, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr E Hotson, Mr J Kite, Mr A King, Mr 
G Lymer, Mr S Manion, Mr A Marsh, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr J Ozog, Mr R 
Parry, Mr C Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mr J Scholes, Mr C Simkins, Mr J Simmonds, Mr 
C Smith, Mrs P Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, Mr J Wedgbury, Mrs J Whittle, Mr M 
Whybrow, Mr A Wickham

Abstain (1)

Mrs M Elenor
Amendment lost 

(5) Following a debate the Vice-Chairman put the motion set out in paragraph (2) 
above to the vote and the votes cast were as follows:

For (44)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Balfour, Mr D Brazier, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S Carey, Mr P 
Carter, Mr N Chard, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mrs M Crabtree, Mrs V Dagger, Mr M 
Dance, Mr J Davies, Mrs M Elenor, Mr T Gates, Mr G Gibbens, Mr R Gough, Mr P 
Harman, Mr M Hill, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr E Hotson, Mr A King, Mr J Kite, 
Mr R Long, Mr G Lymer, Mr S Manion, Mr A Marsh, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr 
J Ozog, Mr R Parry, Mr C Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mr J Scholes, Mr C Simkins, Mr J 
Simmonds, Mr C Smith, Mrs P Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, Mr J Wedgbury, Mrs J 
Whittle, Mr M Whybrow, Mr A Wickham

Against (30)

Mr M Baldock, Mr R Bird, Mr H Birkby, Mrs P Brivio, Mr N Bond, Mr C Caller, Mr I 
Chittenden, Mr B Clark, Mr G Cowan, Ms J Cribbon, Mr D Daley,  Mrs T Dean, Dr M 
Eddy, Mr J Elenor, Ms A Harrison, Mr C Hoare,  Ms S Howes, Mr G Koowaree, Mr R 
Latchford, Mr T Maddison, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, Mrs E Rowbotham, Mr W 
Scobie, Mr T Shonk, Mr D Smyth, Mr N Thandi, Mr A Terry, Mr M Vye, Mrs Z 
Wiltshire

Abstain (0)
Motion carried 

 



26 MARCH 2015

(6) The Vice-Chairman then invited the Cabinet Member for Transport and 
Environment, Mr Balfour, to respond to the debate and describe how he intended to 
take the petitioner’s concerns forward.  

(7) Mr Balfour referred to the district by district review, which was currently being 
carried out by the Police in relation to crime figures for areas where the lights had 
been turned off over night.  He mentioned that the proposed LED lights would provide 
greater flexibility in the adjustment of street lights for individual areas. The 
Environment and Transport Cabinet Committee in July would be considering the 
criteria for all night street lighting to be returned but in the meantime he welcomed 
any suggestions that Members may wish to submit to him for the proposed criteria.   

(7) RESOLVED that this Council understands the concerns of the petitioners and 
recommends that the Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, having been 
fully informed by Kent Police and having sought the advice of the Environment and 
Transport Cabinet Committee, should establish the criteria for deciding on a case by 
case basis whether all night street lighting should be returned to a particular place.

73. Motion for Time Limited Debate 

(1) Mr Parry moved and Mr Marsh seconded the following motion:

“This Council is asked to note that, according to a national poll, an overwhelming 
majority of residents agreed that the existing fuel duty should be reinvested back into 
local areas to help bring our crumbling roads back up to scratch. The national survey, 
carried out for the LGA, found that 83% of those polled back calls for the Government 
to inject a further £1bn a year into road maintenance by investing the equivalent of 
just two pence per litre of the existing fuel duty. This would allow Councils to improve 
the quality of our roads over the next decade. 

Accordingly, this Council requests the Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Transport to lobby the government to implement this change as soon as possible in 
order to provide these much needed additional funds for our roads”.

(2) Dr Eddy moved and Mr Smyth seconded the following amendment:  

“This Council notes that, according to a national poll, an overwhelming majority of 
residents agreed that the existing fuel duty should be reinvested back into local areas 
to help bring our crumbling roads back up to scratch. The national survey, carried out 
for the LGA, found that 83% of those polled back calls for the Government to inject a 
further £1bn a year into road maintenance by investing the equivalent of just two 
pence per litre of the existing fuel duty. This level of additional funding would allow 
Councils to improve the quality of our roads over the next decade. 

Accordingly, this Council resolves to lobby central government to reduce the scale 
of current funding cuts and implement a fair and sustainable funding regime 
for local government which might include the localisation of certain national 
taxes. “

(3) Following a debate the Vice-Chairman put the amendment set out in 
paragraph (2) above to the vote and the voting was as follows:
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For (13)

Mrs P Brivio, Mr C Caller, Mr G Cowan, Ms J Cribbon, Dr M Eddy, Mr P Harman, Ms 
A Harrison, Ms S Howes, Mr T Maddison, Mrs E Rowbotham, Mr D Smyth, Mr N 
Thandi, Mr M Whybrow

Against (53) 

Mrs A Allen, Mr H Birkby, Mr D Brazier, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S Carey, Mr P Carter, 
Mr N Chard, Mr I Chittenden, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mrs M Crabtree, Mrs V 
Dagger, Mr M Dance, Mr J Davies, Mrs T Dean, Mr J Elenor, Mrs M Elenor, Mr T 
Gates, Mr G Gibbens, Mr R Gough, Mr M Hill, Mr C Hoare, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S 
Holden, Mr E Hotson, Mr A King, Mr J Kite, Mr G Koowaree, Mr R Latchford, Mr R 
Long, Mr G Lymer, Mr S Manion, Mr A Marsh, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, Mr M 
Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr R Parry, Mr C Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mr J Scholes, Mr T 
Shonk, Mr C Simkins, Mr J Simmonds, Mr C Smith, Mrs P Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, 
Mr A Terry, Mr M Vye, Mr J Wedgbury, Mrs J Whittle, Mr A Wickham, Mrs Z Wiltshire

Abstain (0)
Amendment lost 

(4) The Vice-Chairman put the motion as set out in paragraph (1) above to the 
vote and the voting was as follows:

For (52)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Baldock, Mr H Birkby, Mr D Brazier, Mr R Brookbank, Miss S 
Carey, Mr P Carter, Mr N Chard, Mr I Chittenden, Mrs P Cole, Mr G Cooke, Mrs M 
Crabtree, Mr M Dance, Mr J Davies, Mrs T Dean, Mrs M Elenor, Mr T Gates, Mr G 
Gibbens, Mr R Gough, Mr P Harman, Mr M Hill, Mr C Hoare, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S 
Holden, Mr E Hotson, Mr A King, Mr J Kite, Mr G Koowaree, Mr R Latchford, Mr R 
Long, Mr G Lymer, Mr S Manion, Mr A Marsh, Mr F McKenna, Mr B Neaves, Mr M 
Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr R Parry, Mr C Pearman, Mr L Ridings, Mr J Scholes, Mr C 
Simkins, Mr J Simmonds, Mr C Smith, Mrs P Stockell, Mr B Sweetland, Mr M Vye, Mr 
J Wedgbury, Mrs J Whittle, Mr M Whybrow, Mr A Wickham, Mrs Z Wiltshire

Against (15) 

Mrs P Brivio, Mr C Caller, Mr G Cowan, Ms J Cribbon, Mrs V Dagger, Dr M Eddy, Mr 
J Elenor, Ms A Harrison, Mr T Maddison,  Mrs E Rowbotham, Mr W Scobie, Mr T 
Shonk, Mr D Smyth, Mr A Terry, Mr N Thandi

Abstain (0)

Motion carried 

RESOLVED that this Council notes that, according to a national poll, an 
overwhelming majority of residents agreed that the existing fuel duty should be 
reinvested back into local areas to help bring our crumbling roads back up to scratch. 
The national survey, carried out for the LGA, found that 83% of those polled back 
calls for the Government to inject a further £1bn a year into road maintenance by 
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investing the equivalent of just two pence per litre of the existing fuel duty. This would 
allow Councils to improve the quality of our roads over the next decade. 

Accordingly, this Council requests the Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Transport to lobby the government to implement this change as soon as possible in 
order to provide these much needed additional funds for our roads.


